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RE: Response to PMPRB’s Guidelines Modernization Discussion Paper 
 

AbbVie Corporation (AbbVie) would like to thank PMPRB for this opportunity to provide comments on 
PMPRB’s Guidelines Modernization Discussion Paper released on June 24th, 2016. 

As a member of Innovative Medicines Canada (IMC) and of BIOTECanada (BTC), AbbVie supports and agrees 
with the comments and recommendations submitted by both organizations in response to the Discussion 
Paper. AbbVie’s submissions offer additional perspectives on how the areas addressed in the Discussion 
Paper would impact our operating environment in Canada, as well as patient access to innovative medicines 
– medicines that have changed lives here and around the world, including those we are very proud to have 
developed and brought to the Canadian market.  

Preparing this submission, we have found it not only difficult, but also counter-productive, to respond 
directly to the 12 questions posed at the end of the Discussion Paper. In our view, these questions are 
siloed, and, as happens all too often in our discussions about health care, conflates price regulation 
instruments with larger issues of affordability and health care sustainability. At AbbVie, we recognize we 
have a role to play in affordability, both in terms of working with payers to ensure innovations will be 
available and accessible to patients within the confines of the existing reimbursement environment, as well 
as working in concert with policymaker, physician and patient stakeholders to transform the health care 
system. We will share some of our successes in this below. 

The issues we discuss in this submission draw a more nuanced representation of the broad ecosystem that 
influences the pricing and value of innovative medicines here in Canada and around the World. To draw 
your attention to the broader context necessary to understand the  PMPRB’s 12 questions, we have 
provided a reference table at the end of our submission that identifies how a number of the issues we raise 
below can be put together to answer the questions, at least in part.  

 
SUBMISSION 

 

AFFORDABILITY VS. NON-EXCESSIVENESS 

1. It has been almost 30 years since the PMPRB came into existence. AbbVie agrees it is important for 
PMPRB to make sure its Guidelines are still relevant to the Canadian pricing and reimbursement 
environment.  
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